In hernia the almost certain primary safety of the operation and the immediate temporary improvement which result from it, in the hands of the skilled operator, have led to the laying down of general rules of treatment, which may become unsatisfactory, and even dangerous, when applied by those without much surgical experience.
So much has been written of late years regarding the radical cure of hernia, and so many new methods have been devised for its accomplishment, that onfe almost feels further writing on the subject to be superfluous.
But there is little doubt that in this, as in so many of the new operations which the improvements of modern surgery have introduced, more especially in the region of the abdomen, the tendency has been to give up the older and more expectant methods of treatment, and for all and sundry, without special knowledge or experience, to 
